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EIC: What is all the talk about?
= Sarah Shull, DVM

For the past six months, EIC has been
talked about all over the retriever
community. What is it, and why do you
want to know about it?

EIC stands for Exercise Induced Collapse

It has been documented most commonly in
Labrador Retrievers, and more recently in
Chesapeake Bay and Curly-Coated
Retrievers. EIC is a condition which causes
a collapse-like episode that can vary in both
intensity and frequency. The episodes can
be triggered by many different factors.

EIC tends to be a stress-based disease; it
can rear its ugly head on cool days, in the
water, even in the kennel without heavy
exercise. Most affected dogs will have
some sort of trigger.

EIC is a disease that has been recognized
for many years and one which has affected
many field dogs. So why are we talking
about it now? A genetic test was launched
by the University of Minnesota this past
summer that has changed how the disease
will be approached in the future.

Prior to now, | would make a diagnosis by
exclusion after ruling out other diseases.

Today a simple test can be done.

There are three possible results of the test: clear,
affected and carrier .

What candidates should be tested?

First and foremost, any dog that exhibits signs,
even if it is spayed/neutered. Second, any
breeding prospect. EIC is a disease with
predictable genetics; it can be completely
removed from a line within a few generations.

Should | breed my dog if the test result is
returned as carrier or affected?

The decision to breed an affected or carrier is
completely up to the individual. A breeding
between an affected dog and a clear dog will
produce a litter of carriers. Carriers will not show
signs of the disease.

There is a population of genetically affected non-
symptomatic dogs. Although such dogs may live
a normal, long life free of episodes, they can
produce collapsing dogs.

continued on pg. 2
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EIC: What is all the talk about?
- Sarah Shull, DVM

There are a few reasons why EIC has become a prominent
disease in many well-bred Labrador lines. First, the
asymptomatic genetically affected dogs are producing other
affecteds and carriers.

Second, many genetically affected dogs may not show an
episode until after producing a litter.

Third, affected and carrier dogs have been bred because they
have other great qualities to contribute.

EIC is equally as devastating as other genetic diseases. It can
be career-ending, it is untreatable and it can be potentially life
threatening.

Thanks go out to the researchers that have helped us
understand this disease and who are giving us the tools to
prevent it in the future.

Read more about EIC at:
http://www.vdl.umn.edu/ourservices/canineneuromuscular/taylor2008/home.html
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Sample EIC test submission information can be found at:
http://www.vdl.umn.edu/vdl/ourservices/canineneuromuscular

Author Sarah Shull is a practicing veterinarian at the Family
Friends Veterinary Hospital in Grand Rapids. She is active with
her German Wirehaired Pointers and Curly-Coated Retrievers in
all dog sports, including hunt tests and field trials.

Event Review: AKC Hunt Test Seminar

On Saturday, January 10 the Michigan Flyways Retriever Club
hosted an AKC Hunt Test Seminar which was attended by over
40 enthusiasts! Some participants attended to earn or renew
judging qualifications, while some attended to learn more about
the AKC hunt test program from an AKC field representative.

“I've always been able to learn a lot at the AKC obedience and
rally seminars, and | figured | would be able to learn at the AKC
hunt test seminar,” says Adele Yunck of Northfield Dog Training.

“I walked away with a better understanding of hunt test scoring.”

Adele is active in all facets of performance events with her Flat-
Coated Retrievers, including AKC hunt tests.

(fo_ngratulations to the following teams on recent new
titles earned:

SHR U-CD CH Podunk's Better Days Ahead JH CD WCX UWC
Curly Coated Retriever, Sarah Shull DVM

U-AG2 Me and My Shadow Spern
Labrador Retriever, Jennifer Leahy

U-AG1 U-CD RKK Stormy Surf Breaker Bertha RA CGC
Chesapeake Bay Retriever, Jennifer Leahy

U-AGI U-CD RKK Royal Sagebrush Princess Gertrude RE CGC
Labrador Retriever, Jennifer Leahy

U-AG2 Thunder Myst Drew’s All In RA RL1 CGC WC
Labrador Retriever, Laura Wiltshire

Send your new title information to:
MichiganRetrieverHuntTestNews@gmail.com

We will list any new performance titles that you and your
retriever earn. Deadline for the spring issue is March 31.

Riddle

What does dock jumping and major league baseball have
in common?

The 1984 Detroit Tigers
World Series winning
pitcher

Milt Wilcox!

Milt runs the Ultimate Air Dogs organization that conducts
sanctioned dock diving events throughout the country. It's
likely that when you attend an Ultimate Air Dogs event, you'll
have the opportunity to meet and talk to Milt.

Your dog can earn titles from Ultimate Air Dogs , as well as
earn UKC dock diving titles at the UAD events. It's a great
way to keep your retriever in shape and in the water during
these long winter months.

Check the UAD website for information on upcoming events
in Michigan.




Event Review: Mid Winter Tune Up

On Saturday, January 24 the Flat River Retriever Club and Wolverine Retriever Club hosted a mid-winter tune up, consisting
of a presentation by Dr. Doreen Comrie, DVM, a certified canine rehabilitation practitioner. Following the presentation by Dr.
Comrie, a session on basic training for retrievers was conducted by professional retriever trainer Connie Swanson.

“Dr. Comrie was fabulous!” claims Cindy Lindow of Summerset Retrievers. “She talked about conditioning and the factors that
affect conditioning: muscle tone, gait evaluation, and aerobic conditioning. She talked about assessing a dog prior to work;
massaging prior to work and walking the dog to warm up prior to work. Then she stated that the dog needs to be massaged 1 to
1.5 hours after work.

“Dr. Comrie explained different kinds of exercise - swimming behind a boat, walking, jogging, bicycling, using weighted back
packs (to build muscle), using weighted dumbbells to build up neck muscles, sledding and carting, pulling weights, using a big
exercise ball to roll the dog back and forth on (gently) to build a more supple spine, swimming against a current, running in
snow and sand, using pull chains, pulling sleds with weights, using leg weights, and running on a treadmill (vary speed and
height).

“She taught us how to measuring the conditioning outcome and what to look for in regards to endurance and recovery time;
how to recognize injury and how to treat heat stroke.

“Dr. Comrie stressed the importance of a routine physical exam of the dog; how to check for extension and flexation of the legs;
how to massage down the spine, and how to check feet and nails. She stressed that the best time to stretch the dog is after the
muscles are warmed up to prevent injury.”

“Connie Swanson talked about the dog as a pack animal; understanding that structure is a key component to having a happy,
well-balanced dog. She recommends a book, Adams Task: Calling Animals by Name (available at amazon.com) by Vicki
Hearne and Donald McCaig, detailing of the human / animal relationship and understanding that the pair is greater than the
individual parts.

“Connie talked about the skill of reading canine body language; how to evaluate a dog, based on response to training, pressure,
external stimuli and desire to retrieve. Further, understanding that a physically tired dog will make mistakes and not perform or
learn well. Keep verbal communication to a minimum; use clear and distinct words.

“Following the presentation, we spent time outside with our dogs working on drills; the steadiness drills were particularly
beneficial for me.

“l found both presentations to be very valuable.”




Calendar of Events

Date Venue / Eve Club / Hos Locatio Contac
Retriever Great Lakes HRC Jelsma Concrete, Kentwood Sarah Shull

Feb. 28 Fundamentals amshull@iserv.net
Seminar

Info attached

March 22 UKC Upland Test St. Clair Flats HRC Hunters Ridge Hunt Club, Oxford | Mike Boufford
magnumbouff@yahoo.com
Mar 28 /29 | UKC Upland Test Great Lakes HRC Wings and Rings Pheasant Sue Luter
Hunting Preserve, Zeeland sluter@bangorvikings.com
May 16 /17 | UKC Hunt Test Great Lakes HRC Staines Rd., Fenwick Katie Eidson
eidsonfam@charter.net
May 23 / 24 | Second Annual Frankenmuth River Frankenmuth www.frankenmuthriverplace.com
Dog Bowl 2009 Place Info forthcoming
May 30 UKC Hunt Test Central Michigan HRC | Omega Farms, Webberville Steve Nelson

Nelsons999@yahoo.com

May 31 UKC Hunt Test St. Clair Flats HRC Omega Farms, Webberville Chip Miles
Chip.miles@scfhrc.net

*Classifieds*
Puppies Available Tru Life Taxidermy Artistry
o ]
m‘-“\“‘il..!!!.liﬁfﬁsl‘ 1 %;'I‘l’(" ::nT:‘l': Professional Taxidermy by an

Hﬂgssiin“ i award-winning Master Taxidermist
® iﬁ" SRdEETY Born
. December 21st Jon and Holly Cart

Wayne, Michigan
Ready to go

February 14th 734.722.1224 or 734.765.3044

Sire: Lor-al's Direct Northmark hcart@sbcglobal.net

OFA Hips Good

OFA Elbows Clear . . .

Eyes Optigen Clear & CERF www.trulifetaxidermyartistry.com
Full dentition

Dam: Infinity's Bea Toot Sweet Special pricing for HRC and Retriever Club Members:

OFA Hips Good $150 for duck mounts $200 for goose mounts

OFA Elbows Clear

Optigen Clear

AF\LCJ:II\/%(]:UE“E: exam See our new custom duck calls

made to your specifications!

Contact Michelle @ Infinity Labradors
734.674.5468 www.infinitylabradors.com




*Classifieds*

Adult Chocolate Female Lab Available

[Py /L i 1Yyt iz Chocolate Lab female available to the right family; she is a
_EH V_:{%H‘ [~ house dog; she is spayed, trained, and loves upland
j—*u‘ ‘ : hunting. Contact John Beebe at 419.356.1248 or email

john@ganderlanders.com for more information.
PET GROOMING SALON

Canterbury Tails is a family owned and
operated pet grooming salon. With over 30
years of experience, our experts provide high-
quality, professional grooming with a gentle
touch.

Canterbury Tails grooms all breeds of cats and
dogs. Our expert staff can provide breed-
specific cuts.

x Convenient Hours

x Reasonable Grooming Plans
Including Multiple Pet Discounts

x Pick up and Delivery Service

18740 Ecorse Rd., Allen Park

313.827.0466
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The Spring Issue deadline for ads, events and
new titles earned is March 31.

Boarding and Daycare
Cremation and Memorial Services
Labrador Retrievers

Email for ad rates and more information:

MichiganRetrieverHuntTestNews@gmail.com 517.655.2802

www.tlcacres.com




Great Lakes Hunting Retriever Club presents a

Retriever Fundamentals Seminar:
Hunting Retriever Success
in the Blind and at the Line by Merry Lake

Saturday, February 28 ™, 2009
9am to 1pm
Jelsma Concrete
5035 W. Greenbrooke, Kentwood

Merry has decades of retriever training and handling experience with a variety of
breeds. Topics will include many facets of Basics including line habits. She will
train you to help your retriever achieve long term success.

Bring your questions, there will be opportunities for discussion.

There will be hands on dog demonstrations, but the dogs will be preselected,
please do not bring your own dogs.

More seminars and problem solving workshops are in the plans for the future.

Deadline for entries Feb. 15 th

Attendance limited to 30 handlers
Cost $25, payable to Great Lakes Hunting Retriever Club

Send regqistration to:
Sarah Shull, 12530 Podunk Ave, Greenville, MI, 48838

Online registration is also available at http://www.glhre.com/
There will be additional information sent out to all registrants before the seminar.

Any questions?
Contact Sarah at 616-754-5304 or amshull@iserv.net

Thank you to Tom Jelsma for allowing us to use his building!



Hunting Retriever Success in the Blind and at the Line By Merry Lake
Saturday, February 28 ™, 9am to 1pm; Jelsma Concrete, 5035 W. Greenbrooke, Kentwood

Registration Information

Name

Address

Phone Number

Emalil

Dog Breed(s)

What test venue do you participate in(mark all that apply):

____UKC/HRC hunt tests
____AKC hunt tests
___AKC field trials
____NAHRA

___ Other
____None

Deadline for entries Feb. 15 th

Cost $25, payable to Great Lakes Hunting Retriever Club

Send regqistration to:
Sarah Shull, 12530 Podunk Ave, Greenville, MI, 48838
Online registration is also available at http://www.glhrc.com/

There will be additional information sent out to all registrants before the seminar.

Any questions?
Contact Sarah at 616-754-5304 or amshull@iserv.net

Thank you to Tom Jelsma for allowing us to use his building!



